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>   STOP PRESS

EFSA experts say more research needed on breeding goats for TSE resistance

EFSA experts on the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards (BIOHAZ) said in an opinion 

that further research is needed on breeding programmes in goats for genetic resistance to 

Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs) (including Classical scrapie, Atypical scrapie 

and BSE).

 

For more information

EFSA advises on welfare of dairy cows

EFSA’s Panel on Animal Health and 

Welfare (AHAW) has published fi ve 

scientifi c opinions and a scientifi c 

report on the overall eff ects of the most 

relevant farming systems on the welfare 

of dairy cows and related diseases. The 

Panel concluded that long term genetic 

selection for higher milk yield and the 

nature of the farming systems used – 

i.e. housing and equipment, as well as 

management and handling practices 

– are major factors aff ecting the health 

and welfare of dairy cows. Lameness and 

mastitis are the most signifi cant indicators 

of poor dairy cow welfare, as well as 

reproductive, metabolic and behavioural 

disorders. The Panel proposed a series 

of recommendations which could be 

taken into account by risk managers in 

view of further improving welfare in the 

areas of housing, feeding and the genetic 

selection of dairy cows. 

On request of the European Commission, 

the AHAW Panel considered, in its fi rst 

opinions in the area of dairy cow welfare, 

whether current farming and husbandry 

systems meet the welfare needs of dairy 

cows. The Panel also evaluated the impact 

of genetic selection aimed at increasing 

milk yield on dairy cow welfare in the various 

farming systems used, and highlighted 

the correlation between genetic selection 

and the incidence of lameness, mastitis, 

reproductive and metabolic disorders. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211903027177.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu
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Introducing the benchmark dose approach - a more sophisticated 
choice for deriving health-based guidance values?
EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee considers the benchmark dose 

(BMD) approach for deriving health-based guidance values, 

such as an Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI), to be scientifi cally more 

advanced than existing methods. This follows a comparison of 

the strengths and weaknesses of the diff erent approaches.

Traditionally, when experimental animal data are used for risk 

assessments of non-genotoxic and non-carcinogenic food 

substances, the No-Observed-Adverse-Eff ect-Level (NOAEL) 

and/or the Lowest-Observed-Adverse-Eff ect-Level (LOAEL), 

are the reference points for deriving health-based guidance 

<<<

Suggestions from the Community Reference 

Laboratory (CRL) to complement the initial 

fi ndings of a Cypriot pilot study on a breeding 

programme for scrapie resistance in goats in 

Cyprus still have limitations, according to a 

recent EFSA statement.

The European Commission asked EFSA’s Panel 

on Biological Hazards for technical advice 

on a protocol for additional data collection 

supporting a possible breeding programme 

for scrapie resistance in goats in Cyprus. The 

protocol was drawn up by the CRL for TSEs, 

based on EFSA’s recommendations in its earlier 

opinion on genetic TSE resistance in goats.

The CRL protocol addresses the six areas of research that were 

suggested in the previous opinion. The Panel concluded that 

the protocol is mainly an extension and an improvement of 

the Cypriot case control study that was presented in their pilot 

project. However, the low number in the population of alleles of 

the PrPC protein gene (PRNP) compromise the statistical power 

of the present proposal. Since the potential diversity of TSE 

agents in Cypriot goats cannot be foreseen, 

EFSA recommends the systematic screening 

of all samples available by high throughput 

biochemical tests rather than using the 

proposed reduced panel of isolates. 

Also, the proposed experiments are unlikely 

to document the distribution of PrPSc in 

homozygous goats but could, to some extent, 

in heterozygous goats. This is due to the 

limited number of the relevant PRNP alleles 

and the assumed prevalence of classical 

scrapie in infected herds. 

Finally, it was concluded that the modelling 

approach on the feasibility and duration of selection for resistant 

alleles depends on the availability of data. This protocol cannot 

substitute the experiments advised in EFSA’s previous opinion. 

These experiments remain crucial for a defi nitive assessment of 

resistance. ❚

For more information 

More data collection needed on scrapie resistance in Cypriot goats, 
advises EFSA

Over the last thirty years genetic selection for higher milk 

yield has changed the body shape and increased the size of 

dairy cows, therefore increasing their requirement for space. 

Scientifi c experts highlighted the importance of allocating 

enough space for cattle movement when designing resting, 

feeding and walking areas. The Panel recommended that the 

genetic selection of dairy cows should address their resistance 

to diseases such as lameness and mastitis, as well as improve 

their fertility, health and longevity. 

Scientifi c experts took into account all available data in defi ning 

levels for light, indoor temperature and relative humidity for good 

welfare. They recommended that the design of resting, walking 

and feeding areas in the buildings should allow for suffi  cient 

movement and exercise. The Panel also said that while the use of 

tie-stalls continues, cows should have daily exercise that involves 

walking freely. On this point, six members of the AHAW Panel 

expressed a minority opinion highlighting evidence of poor 

welfare in dairy cattle held in tie-stalls and recommended that 

dairy cattle should not be routinely kept in tie-stalls 

The Panel concluded that achieving reduction of mastitis can 

be obtained not only from treating the disease and preventing 

its transmission, but also from improving the animals’ immune 

systems. This can be achieved by minimising stress factors and 

through controlled and nutritionally-balanced feeding (e.g. 

by providing the most appropriate type of dietary fi bre for the 

digestive system of dairy cows). 

The Panel also concluded that farms with a high prevalence 

of lameness in dairy cows (e.g. above 10%) do not have an 

adequate prevention programme and should improve housing 

conditions, genetic selection and management practices. 

Moreover, farmers who are well trained in recognising signs of 

disease at an early stage and in knowing when to seek veterinary 

advice can contribute to reducing the prevalence of lameness. ❚

For more information 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902630995.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902708663.htm
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       EFSA at work

values. However, while these approaches may use qualitative 

information, they do not use all the available data quantitatively. 

In contrast, the BMD approach makes extended use of dose-

response data from studies in experimental animals or from 

observational epidemiological studies to better characterise 

and quantify potential risks. Therefore, the Scientifi c Committee 

concludes that the BMD approach is scientifi cally more advanced 

than the NOAEL approach. 

Using the BMD approach also results in a more consistent 

reference point, as a consequence of the specifi ed benchmark 

response. In addition, health-based guidance values derived 

using the BMD approach can be as protective as those derived 

from the NOAEL approach, i.e. on average over a large number 

of risk assessments. Therefore the default values for uncertainty 

factors currently applied remain appropriate and there is no 

need for any additional uncertainty factor. 

The BMD approach is applicable to all chemicals in food, 

irrespective of their category or origin, e.g. pesticides, additives 

or contaminants. The BMD approach is of particular value for: 

i) situations where the identifi cation of a NOAEL is uncertain; 

ii) providing a reference point for the margin of exposure in case 

of substances that are both genotoxic and carcinogenic; and 

iii) dose-response assessment of observational epidemiological 

data. In the short term, the Scientifi c Committee strongly 

encourages EFSA’s Scientifi c Panels and Units to adopt the BMD 

approach to situations such as those above.

In the longer term, the Scientifi c Committee anticipates that 

the BMD approach will be used as the method of choice for the 

determination of the reference points for deriving health-based 

guidance values and margins of exposure. Given that there are 

practical considerations regarding its introduction and wider 

use in EFSA, and that its application requires a level of expert 

judgement and modelling expertise, the Scientifi c Committee 

proposes that training in dose-response modelling and the use 

of relevant software be off ered to EFSA experts. The Scientifi c 

Committee would then review the implementation, experience 

and acceptability of the BMD approach in EFSA’s work in two 

years time.

EFSA has not systematically used the BMD approach so far, al-

though some EFSA Scientifi c Panels have been applying the BMD 

approach occasionally. However, the Scientifi c Committee does 

not consider it necessary to repeat all previous evaluations using 

the BMD approach, because, on average, the BMD and NOAEL 

approaches give comparable results. Where refi nement of previ-

ous risk assessments is considered necessary, for instance where 

the human exposure is close to the ADI, application of the BMD 

approach would be of particular value.  ❚

For more information 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) scientists held a meeting 

with stakeholders on 23 September to exchange views on the 

welfare implications linked to the genetic selection in broilers, 

and welfare aspects related to the management and housing of 

broiler breeders. 

The meeting provided an opportunity to inform stakeholders 

about the background and scope of the request received 

by EFSA from the European Commission (EC), to discuss the 

challenges of data collection and to foster further cooperation 

with all interested parties. Representatives of the poultry 

industry, breeding companies, research groups, NGOs, national 

and international institutions attended the meeting. 

The participants exchanged views on scientifi c and technical 

aspects related to welfare of broilers, with special focus on data 

availability, data sources, and clarifi cation of the scope of the 

request from the EC. It was concluded that genetic background, 

management and environment contribute to the welfare of the 

birds and hence need to be considered in the assessment. 

Participants also agreed that poultry breeding for meat is a 

dynamic sector and stressed the importance of having access 

to the most recent data. It was concluded that the lack of a 

harmonised system for data collection may hamper scientifi c 

risk assessment. Methodologies for data analysis were presented 

to tackle these diffi  culties and to identify data gaps.

Request from the European Commission 

The European Commission has requested EFSA to gather 

and assess all data available on the subject and produce two 

scientifi c opinions: one on the infl uence of genetic selection 

on the welfare and resistance to stress of commercial broilers; 

and a second on the welfare of broiler breeders. Based on these 

Technical meeting on animal welfare aspects of genetic selection 
in broilers and broiler breeders  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902629553.htm
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The European Consumers’ Association (BEUC) visits EFSA

Dutch Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality visits EFSA

opinions, the Commission will submit a report concerning the 

infl uence of genetic parameters on the welfare of chickens to 

the European Parliament and to the Council. 

EFSA’s work 

EFSA’s Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) is supported 

by two ad hoc Working Groups of experts to draft a scientifi c 

report on the current knowledge on the welfare aspects of 

genetic selection in broilers, and broiler breeder management 

and housing. This work will form the basis for two scientifi c 

opinions planned to be adopted in June 2010. Both draft 

opinions will be subject to a public consultation in early 2010 

and comments received will be taken into consideration when 

fi nalising the opinions.

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) welcomed Paolo 

Martinello, the new President of the European Consumers’ 

Organisation (BEUC), who led a BEUC delegation on a visit to EFSA 

headquarters on 9 July 2009. EFSA presented its core activities 

in risk assessment, scientifi c cooperation and communications 

and reiterated the importance of dialogue with stakeholders in 

fulfi lling its mandate of protecting consumers.

EFSA explained how scientifi c opinions are fi nalised, from the 

initial mandate given to the European food safety watchdog 

to the fi nal publication of the opinion. The BEUC delegation 

received an update on the work of the Panel dealing with dietetic 

products, nutrition and allergies (NDA), with a focus on EFSA’s 

opinion on reference intakes and nutrient profi les, and on the 

guidelines produced by EFSA’s Panel on food contact materials, 

enzymes and fl avourings for the safety assessment of substances 

used in active and intelligent materials. In addition, EFSA also 

discussed with BEUC its approach to risk communication and 

provided an update on its activities in this area. 

BEUC is a member of EFSA’s Stakeholder Consultative Platform 

where it contributes its views on a wide variety of issues related 

The Dutch Minister of Agriculture, Mrs Gerda Verburg, visited EFSA 

on 8 June 2009, accompanied by a delegation of government 

offi  cials and representatives from the Dutch food safety agency, 

VWA. 

Minister Verburg was welcomed by EFSA’s Chair of Management 

Board, Prof. Diána Bánáti and EFSA’s Executive Director, Catherine 

Geslain-Lanéelle. During the visit the delegation discussed how 

EFSA works, its scientifi c cooperation with Member States and 

its risk communication activities. Particular attention was paid to 

EFSA’s work on nutrition, GMOs, animal health and welfare, and 

on new technologies. ❚

Data collection and evaluation

A call for data relevant to the welfare aspects of genetic selection 

in broilers and the welfare aspects of the management and 

housing of the broiler breeders was published on EFSA’s website. 

The deadline for receipt of data was 15 October 2009 (see p.5). 

EFSA also launched an Article 36 call for proposals to carry out 

data collection, integrate data from the public call for data and 

process a systematic evaluation. The project was awarded to a 

consortium coordinated by the French Institut National de la 

Recherche Agronomique (INRA) who have begun the 5-month 

project. ❚

For more information.

to the work of the Authority. The Platform is composed of 24 EU-

wide stakeholder organisations working in areas related to the 

food chain, representing consumers, food and feed operations, 

the food industry, food trade and NGOs. The Platform meets twice 

a year to assist EFSA in developing its overall relations and policy 

with stakeholders.  ❚

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/PublicConsultations/efsa_locale-1178620753812_OpenCallsForData.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_art36_call_for_proposals.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902922825.htm
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EFSA has issued a call for data on the genetics and welfare 

of chicken kept for meat production (broilers) as the basis for 

its risk assessment when advising the European Commission. 

A 2000 report from the Scientifi c Committee on Animal 

Health and Animal Welfare concluded that a wide range of 

metabolic and behavioural traits in broilers have been changed 

by selection practices. Following the EU Directive laying 

down minimum rules for the protection of chickens kept for 

meat production, the European Commission will submit to 

the European Parliament and Council, a report concerning 

the infl uence of genetic selection on identifi ed defi ciencies 

resulting in poor welfare of chickens. The Commission asked 

EFSA to assess all available information and to then issue two 

scientifi c opinions. It seeks advice fi rstly, on the welfare of 

grandparent and parent stocks raised and kept for breeding 

purposes, and, secondly, on the infl uence of genetic selection 

on the welfare and resistance to stress and to disease agents 

of commercial broilers. 

EFSA drafted a list of 19 technical questions and has asked 

governments, interested organisations, breeding companies, 

universities, research institutions, other stake holders and 

individuals to submit any available relevant data. The infor-

mation sought also included the animal health aspects of 

genetic selection in broilers.

The call closed on 15 October 2009. ❚

For more information.

Call for health and welfare data on broiler genetic selection

EFSA has a wide range of newsletters, suited to diff erent readers’ needs. 

Available in English, French, German and Italian, they include :

 EFSA news –•  our regular round up of recent EFSA developments

 • Moving Together – for twice-yearly news on food safety cooperation 

between EFSA and EU Member States

 EFSA in focus –•  our regular easy-to-read thematic newsletters bringing 

together related topics to allow readers to choose whether they are most 

interested in information related to plants, animals or food.

To subscribe, simply visit the EFSA website.

Introducing EFSA’s family of newsletters

The resulting Strategic Plan 2009-2013 

refl ects not only the inputs of EFSA staff  

and Management Board, but also those 

of partners, stakeholders and other inter-

ested parties who have contributed to the 

extensive consultation process that took 

place in 2008. The fi nal version has ben-

efi ted from the expertise and perspective 

provided by European institutions and 

agencies, national food safety agencies, 

international organisations, stakeholders 

and the general public. 

Six key, high-level objectives have been 

identifi ed in the Plan and they are sum-

marised as follows:

Since EFSA was established in 2002, much 

has changed – and will continue to change 

– in the environment in which it operates. 

Global issues such as climate change, food 

security, scientifi c and technological inno-

vation, socio-demographic trends, inter-

national trade and travel, and changes in 

the regulatory environment have changed 

the context in which we work and in-

creased our workload. Although our core 

mission of providing a scientifi c evidence 

base in support of European food safety 

policy is unchanged, we cannot ignore the 

evolving operating environment. That is 

why we have devoted significant time 

and resource over the past months to 

formulating a vision for the future, which 

analyses the drivers of change and gives 

us a fi rm foundation for our planning over 

the coming fi ve years.    
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EFSA looks to the future 
Foreword

1.  An integrated approach to delivering 

scientifi c advice, fi eld to plate

2.  The timely, high-quality evaluation 

of products, substances and claims 

subject to regulatory authorisation

3.  The collation, dissemination and 

analysis of data in the fi elds within 

EFSA’s remit

4.  EFSA positioned at the forefront of 

risk assessment in Europe and inter-

nationally

5.  Reinforce confi dence and trust in 

EFSA and the EU food safety system

6.  Assure the responsiveness, effi  ciency 

and eff ectiveness of EFSA
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Pesticide peer review, EFSA and the Member States

With around 900 active substances used in plant protection products 

in the various Member States, but not necessarily authorised for use 

in all countries, Europe needed a harmonised approach to safeguard 

consumers, workers and the environment while providing consistency 

for industry. To ensure this, Europe’s pesticide peer review programme 

was created. 

Since 2003, EFSA has worked closely with Member States to scientifi cally 

assess the risks within the European Commission’s Europe-wide peer 

review programme of active substances used in plant protection 

products. The Commission then uses these assessments when deciding 

whether to place active substances on the positive EU list or not.

Active substances in plant protection products are the chemicals or 

micro-organisms that enable the product to do its job. For example, 

herbicides destroy unwanted plants while insecticides protect the plant 

against insects which harm plants or reduce crop yields.
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With around 900 active substances used in plant protection products

in the various Member States, but not necessarily authorised for use 

in all countries, Europe needed a harmonised approach to safeguard 

consumers, workers and the environment while providing consistency

for industry. To ensure this, Europe’s pesticide peer review programme 

was created. 

Since 2003, EFSA has worked closely with Member States to scientifi callyfi

assess the risks within the European Commission’s Europe-wide peer 

review programme of active substances used in plant protection

products. The Commission then uses these assessments when deciding

whether to place active substances on the positive EU list or not.

Active substances in plant protection products are the chemicals or

micro-organisms that enable the product to do its job. For example,

herbicides destroy unwanted plants while insecticides protect the plant 

against insects which harm plants or reduce crop yields.duce crop yields.

F e a t u rF e a t u r e

4 As EFSA reaches out across EA 

u b l i c a t i o n sPuPPuP
44 EFSA’s new thematic newsletE 

provide targeted informationp

EFSA in focus - Plants  ISSUE 02 - DEC. 2008  1

>    Key topics

ISSUE 02 - DEC. 2008EFSA in focus EFSA in focus PLANTS

EFSA has suggested a scientifi c approach 

for assessing the risks to birds and 

mammals of exposure to pesticides. It 

developed this approach by evaluating 

the impact of pesticides according to 

a large range of scenarios including 

diff erent crops and diff erent types of 

pesticide use.

This multi-step approach fi rst begins by 

using fundamental, conservative data 

(e.g. from acute laboratory studies) 

in assessing the risk of mortality 

and the reproductive eff ects from a 

given pesticide. If the risk from this 

assessment is not acceptable according 

to EU legislation, then, data from more 

complex studies are assessed in the next 

step, to add more realism and to reduce 

uncertainty.

Under the EU system of peer-review, 

industry seeking authorisation to market 

pesticides must provide information 

to enable Member States to assess the 

direct impact of these pesticides on 

birds and mammals. Various guidance 

documents, which EFSA is responsible 

for revising, and proposing, exist to help 

Member States and industry fulfi l these 

obligations. 

“This important EFSA opinion will help 

industry and Member States safeguard 

birds and mammals from any potential 

negative eff ects of pesticides by contrib-

uting to the improved scientifi c assess-

ments of their possible risks,” said Prof 

Tony Hardy, Chair of the EFSA Panel 

for Plant Protection Products and 

Assessing the impact of pesticides on birds 

and mammals
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their Residues (PPR) behind this work. 

“But it is, of course, only one of the many as-

pects that EFSA and the PPR Panel is work-

ing on to provide advice and guidance to 

Europe’s risk managers on the possible risks 

to users, the public and the environment 

from pesticides and their residues.” 

The opinion is part of the overall revision 

of guidance documents which EFSA is 

working on, together with the European 

Commission and Member States. The 

opinion contains explanations on the 

range of options available for higher-tier 

risk assessments. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_

locale-1178620753812_1211902014630.htm

ISSN
 1

8
3

1
-2

3
6

5

Join EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee or Panels  . . . . . . . . . . .   p2

>

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902687473.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu


6 EFSA in focus - Animals  ISSUE 05 - DECEMBER 2009 

>   Latest mandates received

Latest mandates received: June-September 2009
Information on all other on-going requests is available in EFSA’s register of questions.

Feed Additives (FEEDAP)

Mintrex® Mn (manganese chelate of hydroxy analogue of methionine) for all species

Deadline: 01-Dec-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0138

Mintrex® Cu (copper chelate of hydroxy analogue of methionine) for all species

Deadline: 15-Nov-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0140

Mintrex® Zn (zinc chelate of hydroxy analogue of methionine) for all species

Deadline: 28-Feb-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0148

Lactiferm® (Enterococcus faecium) for piglets and calves

Mandate Number: M-2009-0157

BioPlus 2B® (Bacillus licheniformis and Bacillus subtilis) for piglets, pigs for fattening, sows, turkeys for fattening 
and calves

Mandate Number: M-2009-0158

Formic acid for all species

Mandate Number: M-2009-0178

Bactocell (Pediococcus acidilactici) for laying hens

Mandate Number: M-2009-0179

Pediococcus pentosaceus for all species

Deadline: 28-Mar-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0180

Bactocell (Pediococcus acidilactici) for piglets (weaned)

Mandate Number: M-2009-0181

Biosprint® (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) for piglets (weaned)

Mandate Number: M-2009-0182

Assessment of the use of cobalt compounds as additive in animal nutrition

Deadline: 30-Nov-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0183

SEL-PLEX (organic form of selenium produced by Saccharomyces cerevisiae) for all animal species

Mandate Number: M-2009-0193

Biosprint (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) for horses

Mandate Number: M-2009-0194

Sedimentary clinoptilolite (Clinoptilolite of sedimentary origin) for all species

Mandate Number: M-2009-0195

Grant on a bibliographic review on the potential of micro-organisms, microbial products and enzymes to induce 
respiratory sensitisation

Mandate Number: M-2009-0220

DANISCO XYLANASE G and L (Endo-1,4-beta-xylanase) for weaned piglets and pigs for fattening

Mandate Number: M-2009-0223

035/GalliPro (Bacillus subtilis) for chickens for fattening

Deadline: 28-Feb-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0224

Quantum (6-Phytase) for laying hens

Mandate Number: M-2009-0225

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionsListLoader?panel=ALL
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       Latest mandates received

Vitamin E for all animal species and categories

Mandate Number: M-2009-0233

PROSTORA Max (Bifi dobacterium animalis) for pets and other non-food producing animals

Mandate Number: M-2009-0234

BIOSPRINT (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) for cattle for fattening

Mandate Number: M-2009-0235

Acitek® (also denominated as Advastat®, containing acarbose) for calves for fattening and dairy cows

Deadline: 28-Feb-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0239

Biomin® C3 (Enterococus faecium, Bifi dobacterium animalis ssp. animalis and Lactobacillus salivarius ssp. 
salivarius) for chickens for fattening

Mandate Number: M-2009-0240

Biosprint® (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) for dairy cows

Mandate Number: M-2009-0241

Ecobiol® and Ecobiol® plus (Bacillus amyloliquefaciens) for chickens for fattening

Mandate Number: M-2009-0242

Biological Hazards (BIOHAZ)

Statement on a protocol for additional data collection based on the EFSA recommendations about resistance to 
scrapie in goats in Cyprus

Deadline: 31-Jul-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0142

Request for technical assistance related to the EFSA opinion on transformation of animal by-products into 
biogas and compost

Deadline: 31-Dec-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0143

Analytical sensitivity of approved TSE rapid tests

Deadline: 31-Dec-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0165

Self-tasking mandate on risk based control of biogenic amine formation in fermented foods

Deadline: 31-Dec-11 Mandate Number: M-2009-0245

Joint EFSA/ECDC mandate on links between human and animal TSEs

Deadline:  31-Jul-10  Mandate Number:  M-2009-0221

Neste oil application for new alternative method of disposal or use of animal by-products

Deadline:    31-Mar-10  Mandate Number: M-2009-0226

Contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM)

Increase of the level for afl atoxin total from 4 mg/kg to 10 mg/kg for tree nuts other than almonds, hazelnuts 
and pistachios

Deadline: 30-Jun-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0154

Brominated fl ame retardants in food

Deadline: 30-Jun-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0162

Marine biotoxins in shellfi sh - Summary on regulated marine biotoxins

Deadline: 31-Aug-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0163

Evaluation of previous cargoes substances

Deadline: 30-Nov-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0164

Scientifi c Committee & Advisory Forum (SC&AF)

Genotoxicity testing strategies

Deadline: 31-Dec-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0215
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Latest mandates received

>   Opinions and other documents

Zoonoses (Data Collection)

Community Summary Report on antimicrobial resistance in zoonotic agents in 2008 (Internal mandate proposed 
by EFSA to the Unit on Zoonoses Data Collection for issuing a Community Summary Report on antimicrobial 
resistance in zoonotic agents in 2008 in the EU)

Deadline: 28-Feb-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0168

Community Summary Report on zoonoses, zoonotic agents and food-borne outbreaks in 2008

Deadline: 31-Dec-09 Mandate Number: M-2009-0169

Reviewing the reporting guidelines for food-borne outbreaks

Deadline: 31-Mar-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0170

Revising the manuals to guide the reporting of zoonoses, zoonotic agents, antimicrobial resistance and food-
borne outbreaks, 2009

Deadline: 31-Mar-10 Mandate Number: M-2009-0171

Animal Health & Welfare (AHAW)

Knowledge gaps and research needs for the welfare of farmed fi sh

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00627

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902603576.htm 

Request for a scientifi c opinion on Brucella suis

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-665

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902618690.htm 

Scientifi c Opinion based on the Risk Assessment of the impact of housing, nutrition and feeding, management 
and genetic selection on behavioural problems in dairy cows

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-340

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902628688.htm 

Scientifi c Opinion based on the Risk Assessment of the impact of housing, nutrition and feeding, management 
and genetic selection on metabolic and reproductive disorders in dairy cows

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-339

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902629142.htm 

Scientifi c Opinion based on the Risk Assessment of the impact of housing, nutrition and feeding, management 
and genetic selection on udder problems in dairy cows

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-338

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902629243.htm 

Scientifi c Opinion based on the Risk Assessment of the impact of housing, nutrition and feeding, management 
and genetic selection on leg and locomotion problems in dairy cows

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-337

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902629358.htm 

Scientifi c Opinion on the overall eff ects of farming systems on dairy cow welfare and disease

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2006-113

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902630995.htm 

List of adopted opinions and other documents per unit: Jun-Sep 2009
Disclaimer: This is not the full list of all EFSA opinions but only those considered relevant to this newsletter. For full list.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_ScientificDocuments.htm
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Opinions and other documents

Biological Hazards (BIOHAZ)

Joint scientifi c report of ECDC, EFSA and EMEA on meticillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in livestock, 
companion animals and food

Adoption date:  05-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00612

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902590639.htm 

Statement on a protocol for additional data collection based on the EFSA recommendations about resistance to 
scrapie in goats in Cyprus

Adoption date:  09-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00631

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902708663.htm 

Food safety considerations concerning the species-specifi c welfare aspects of the main systems of stunning and 
killing of farmed fi sh

Adoption date:  09-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-770

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902703803.htm 

Food safety aspects of the welfare of dairy cows

Adoption date:  09-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-296

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902703055.htm 

BSE-related risk in bovine intestines

Adoption date:  10-Sep-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00226

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902899454.htm 

Contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM)

Eff ects on public health of an increase of the levels for afl atoxin total from 4 μg/kg to 10 μg/kg for tree nuts other 
than almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios

Adoption date:  16-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00675

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902631994.htm 

Domoic acid in shellfi sh

Adoption date:  02-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2006-065H

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902707355.htm 

Marine biotoxins in shellfi sh - Summary on regulated marine biotoxins

Adoption date:  13-Aug-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00685

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902812884.htm 

Feed Additives (FEEDAP)

Safety and effi  cacy of Natugrain®Wheat TS (endo-1,4-β-xylanase) for use as feed additive for chickens for 
fattening and ducks

Adoption date:  17-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-418

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902625185.htm 

Safety and effi  cacy of Avizyme 1505 (endo-1,4-β-xylanase, α-amylase, subtilisin) as a feed additive for turkeys for 
fattening

Adoption date:  17-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2007-112

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902657263.htm 

Safety and effi  cacy of Avizyme 1505 (endo-1,4-β-xylanase, α-amylase, subtilisin) as a feed additive for chickens 
and ducks for fattening

Adoption date:  17-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2007-020

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902659505.htm 
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Opinions and other documents

Modifi cation of terms of authorisation of Natuphos® (3-phytase) as feed additive for pigs for fattening

Adoption date:  07-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-692

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902685800.htm 

Safety and effi  cacy of Ronozyme® ProAct (serine protease) for use as feed additive for chickens for fattening

Adoption date:  07-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-431a

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902706995.htm 

Safety and effi  cacy of AveMix® 02 CS/L (endo-1,3(4)-β-glucanase, endo-1,4-β-xylanase and pectinase) as feed 
additive for weaned piglets

Adoption date:  08-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-432

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902700890.htm 

Consumer safety of a manganese chelate of hydroxy analogue of methionine (Mintrex®Mn) as feed additive for 
chickens for fattening

Adoption date:  15-Sep-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00489

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902905600.htm 

Formi LHS (potassium diformate) for sows

Adoption date:  15-Sep-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-00693

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902908997.htm

Safety and effi  cacy of Bacillus subtilis PB6 as a feed additive for chickens for fattening

Adoption date:  15-Sep-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2008-473

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902909079.htm 

Scientifi c Committee & Advisory Forum (SC&AF)

Guidance on safety assessment of botanicals and botanical preparations intended for use as ingredients in food 
supplements

Adoption date:   22-Jul-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00668

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902880131.htm 

Further advice on the implications of animal cloning (SCNT)

Adoption date:  23-Jun-09 Question number: EFSA-Q-2009-00449

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902619111.htm 

Existing approaches incorporating replacement, reduction and refi nement of animal testing: applicability in 
food and feed risk assessment 

Adoption date:  8-Apr-09   Question number:          EFSA-Q-2005-0231

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902559349.htm 



11EFSA in focus - Animals   ISSUE 05 - DECEMBER 2009 



12 EFSA in focus - Animals  ISSUE 05 - DECEMBER 2009 

To subscribe, visit the EFSA website.

Reproduction of articles is authorised, except for commercial purposes, provided that the source is acknowledged.

The views or positions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent in legal terms the offi  cial position of 

the European Food Safety Authority. All the links are up to date at the time of publication. 

www.efsa.europa.eu
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